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School Tools

Vocabulary

To the teacher:  The following vocabulary words are listed in the order in which they appear in the film. 

sen•ti•nel   n. 1. a  person stationed to keep watch and guard against surprise attacks.  Stand sentinel, act a sentinel, keep watch;  [MF sentinelle < Italian sentinella < Late Latin sentinare avoid danger wisely < Latin sentire to feel or perceive]

col•o•ny   n.  1. a body of people living in a new territory; also : the territory inhabited by these people 2 : a localized population of organisms <a ~ of bees> 3 : a group with common interests situated in close association <a writers' ~>; also : the area occupied by such a group [Latin colonia < colonus cultivator, settler < colere cultivate]

im•mi•grant  n. 1 a person who immigrates, or comes into a foreign country or region to live there;  2 a plant or animal that becomes established where it did not previously occur [ Latin in + migrare to move]

no•ble adj. 1. high and great by birth, rank or title; aristocratic; a noble family, noble blood;  2.  high and great in character; showing greatness of mind; a good, worthy: a noble deed.  3. having excellent qualities; fine; 4. grand in appearance; splendid, magnificent.  n. 1. a person high and great by birth, rank or title  [ <OF < Latin nobilis, renowned, well-known < gnoscere to come to know]

fron•tier n. 1. the farthest part of a settled country, where the wilds begin; border of inhabited regions.  2. part of a country next to another country; border.  3. the farthest limits;  adj. Of or on the frontier  [< OF frontiere < Latin frontem front]

o•blit•er•ate  v.  1. remove all traces of; blot out; efface  2. blot out so as to leave no distinct traces; make unrecognizable.  [ < Latin obliteratum struck out < ob literas (scribere) (draw) through the letters, strike out]

com•mence v.i. 1. make a start, begin  v.t. begin (an action); enter upon; [OF comencer < Latin com + initiare initiate]

plun•der v. t. 1. rob by force; rob   n. 1. things taken in plundering; booty; loot  

2. act of robbing by force [ < German plundern]
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dis•mal  adj. 1. dark and gloomy; dreary; 2. depressed; miserable  [ OF dis mal evil days <Medieval Latin dies mali]

mi•li•tia  n. a military force consisting especially of citizens trained for war, emergency duty, or the national defense.  [ < Latin militem soldier]
pop•u•lace  n. the common people; the masses [ < Latin popularis < populus people]

mu•lat•to  n. person having one black and one white parent   2. any person of mixed white and black descent [ < Spanish and Portuguese mulatto < mulo mule < Latin mulus; because of  hybrid origin] 

 rub•bish  n.  1. worthless or useless stuff; waste; trash;  2. silly words and thoughts; nonsense  [ < Middle English robys]  

in•tel•lect  n. 1. the power of knowing; understanding; mind   2. great intelligence; high mental ability;  3. a person of high mental ability.  [ < Latin intellectus < intelligere perceive, understand < inter – between + legere choose] 

re•peal  v.t. do away with; withdraw; rescind; annul; n. act of repealing; withdrawal; abolition  [ < Old French rapeler < re – back + apeler to call]

in•dis•pens•able  adj. Absolutely necessary; n. person or thing that is important, that cannot be dispensed with  [ < Latin in – not + dispensare < dispensum weighed out]

pre•req•ui•site  n. something needed or required beforehand;  adj.  Required beforehand [ < Latin  pre – before + requisitum < re – again + requaerere ask]

lofty  adj. 1. very high, towering; 2. exalted or dignified; grand   3. proud, haughty  [ < Scandinavian (Old Icelandic)  lopt  air, sky, room under the roof] 

mean  adj. 1. of a petty, unkind, small-minded nature; 2. low in quality or grade; 3. low in social position or rank, humble; 4. of little importance or value; 5. of poor appearance, shabby;  6. stingy or selfish  [ < Old English (ge) maene common] 

abol•ish v.t. do away with (a law, institution, or custom) completely; put an end to.  [ < Middle French aboliss-, a form of abolir < Latin abolere destroy]

ab•o•li•tion•ist  n. 1. person who advocates the abolition of any institution or costum; 2 person in the 1830s to 1860s who favored the compulsory abolition of slavery in the United States.

de•rive  v.  1. to receive or obtain from a source    2. to obtain from a parent substance   3. infer, deduce   4. to trace the history of   5. to come from a certain source  [ < Latin derivare lead off, draw off < de - + rivus stream 

fu•gi•tive  n. 1. person who is fleeing or who has fled from danger, an enemy, justice, etc.   2. exile; refugee;    adj. 1. fleeing or having fled, runaway  2. passing swiftly; fleeting   3. moving from place to place, roving.  [ < Latin fugitives < fugere flee] 
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elab•o•rate  adj.  ( - rit) 1. worked out with great care; having many details; complicated   (- rate) v.t.  1. work out with great care, add details to.  2. make with labor, produce;  v.i. talk, write, etc., in great detail; give added details.  [ < Latin elaboratum  worked out < ex – out + labor work]

in•dite  v. t.  put in words or writing; compose  [ < Old French enditer   < Latin in – in + dictare declare, dictate < dicere say, speak] 

ren•dez•vous \"rän-di-'vü, -d-\ n, pl ren•dez•vous \-'vüz\ [MF, fr. rendez vous present yourselves] 1 : a place appointed for a meeting; also : a meeting at an appointed place 2 : a place of popular resort 3 : the process of bringing two spacecraft together 4:  vb -voused \-'vüd\; -vous•ing \-'vü-i\; -vouses \-'vüz\ : to come or bring together at a rendezvous 

skedaddle  v. informal, run away in a hurry; leave hurriedly  n. a hurried leave-taking, hasty flight [origin unknown] 

en•fi•lade  n. hunfire that sweeps from the side at a line of troops or a position held by them; v.t., fire guns at a line of troops.  [ < French]

minie ball  n. small metal ball used as artillery in the Civil War

copse  n.  thicket of small trees, bushes, shrubs, etc.  [ < Old French coupeiz a cut-over forest < couper to cut]

evac•u•ate  v. t.  1. leave empty; withdraw from; 2. withdraw, remove;  3. clear out the contents of; empty   4. make empty, especially to discharge  [ < Latin evacuatum emptied out < ex – out + vacuus empty]  
ves•tige  n. a slight remnant, trace; mark;  2. a part, organ, etc., that is no longer fully developed or useful but performed a definite function in an earlier stage of the existence of the same organism  { < French < Latin vestigium footprint]  

deem  v.  form or have an opinion; think, believe or consider  [ <  Old English deman < dom judgment]  

muster v. 1. gather together; assemble; collect;  2. summon   3. number; comprise;  4. muster in, enlist; 5. muster out, discharge; n. 1. assembly, collection; 2. a bringing together of troops or others for review, service, roll call, etc.   3. list of those assembled, roll.  [ < Old French monstrer < Latin monstrare to show < monstrum portent] 
buoy•an•cy  n.  1. power to float   2. power to keep things float   3. a body’s loss in weight when immersed in a fluid   4. tendency to rise   4. tendency to be hopeful and cheerful; lightheartedness.  [ < Old French boie chain, fetter (which holds something up) < Latin boiae] 

fore•run•ner  n. a person who is sent ahead to prepare for and announce another’s coming; herald, harbinger;  2. sign or warning that something is coming;   3. predecessor or ancestor  [ < Old English fore  formerly, before, front + rinnan  run] 

bed•rid•den  adj.   kept in bed by illness or weakness [ < Old English]
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in•te•grate v. 1. make into a whole, complete;  2. put or bring together (parts) into a whole   3. make (schools, parks, etc.) available to people of all races on an equal basis;  [ < Latin, whole < in – not + tangere to touch; doublet of ENTIRE] 
ab•surd  adj. 1.  plainly not true, logical, or sensible; 2. ridiculous  [ < Latin absurdus out of tune, senseless] 
prom•i•nent   adj.   1. well-known or important; distinguished;  2. that catches the eye, easy to see; 3. standing out; projecting  [ < Latin prominentem projecting < pro – forward + minere to jut]  

in•no•vate  v. i.   1. make changes; bring in something new or new ways of doing things; v.t., introduce (something); bring in for the first time  [ < Latin innovatum made new < in – (intensive) + novus new]  

cy•cle  n. 1. period of time or complete process of growth or action that repeats itself in the same order; 2.  a complete set or series   3.  all the stories, legends, poems, etc., told about a certain hero or event; 4. a very long period of time; age.  [ < Latin cyclus < Greek kyklos wheel, circle, ring] 

swath  n. 1. space covered by a single cut of a scythe or by one cut of a mowing machine   2. row of grass, grain, etc., cut by a scythe or mowing machine   3. a strip.  3. cut a wide swath, make a showy display, splurge.  [ < Old English swaeth track, trace] 

smite  v.t. 1. give a hard blow to (a person, etc.) with the hand, a stick, or the like; strike;   2. give or strike (a blow, stroke, etc.)  3. strike with a weapon, etc., so as to cause injury  4. attack with a sudden pain, disease, etc.  5. impress suddenly with a strong feeling, sentiment; 6. punish severely, chasten.  [ < Old English, smitan strike] 

kin•ship  n. a connection; family relationship; resemblance.  [ < Old English cynn  family < cynd kind] 

stew•ard  n.  1. a person who has charge of the food and table service for a restaurant, club, etc.   2. man employed on an airplane, a ship, etc., to look after passengers;  3. person who manages another’s property or finances;  4.  person appointed to manage a dinner, ball, show, property  [ < Old English stigweard < stig hall + weard keeper, ward] 

sub•urb  n.  1. town, village, or other community near a large city.  2. district just outside the boundaries of a city or town.  3. the suburbs, residential section or sections near the boundary of a city or town  [ < Latin suburbium < sub – below + urbs city] 

vul•ner•a•ble   adj.  1.  that can be wounded or injured; open to attack;  2. sensitive to criticism, temptations, influences  [< Late Latin vulnerabilis < Latin vulnerare to wound] 

con•tour  n. 1. outline of a figure; 2. line that defines or bounds anything;

    adj.  1. showing the outline, especially of hills, valleys, etc.; 2. following natural ridges and furrows to void erosion   3. shaped to fit the shape of a particular object.  [ < French < Italian contorno < contornare encircle < Latin com - + tornus, a turning lathe] 
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