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      School Tools

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITIES

To the teacher:  The following is a list of possible topics for further exploration, discussion, and classroom activities.  It is in no way complete.  Teachers are encouraged to adapt projects to their particular curricula and classroom needs.

Art

Native American art


Folk Art


Quilting


Art of Colonial Period

Art of American Revolution


Art of Civil War/Gettysburg


Art of Modern Age

Sketch opportunities:  Area architecture, churches, barns, landscapes, people

Draw portraits of family members for posterity.

Design a new logo or flag for your neighborhood, town or the county.

Compare the use of various media by the earliest artists whose work is shown in the video; practice using these media – charcoal, pencil, inks, oils.


Examine the use of art to reflect the realities of 18th and 19th Century Adams County.


Just as court reporters today depict courtroom drama, artists of the 18th and 19th centuries illustrated what people looked like, often with very limited resources.  Examine the early paintings and sketches used in the video to discuss media, style, theme and use of realism.


Explore the beginnings of photography and how early photographs depicted life in Adams County.


Compare the statue of the “White Squaw” – Mary Jameson – at Buchanan Valley with the photograph of Mary in old age.  How might an artist “retrofit” an elderly person’s appearance for an illustration of his/her youth?
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Architecture


Log Homes


Stone Homes


Pennsylvania Dutch Farms/Barns


The Round Barn


Victorian Houses


Adams County Churches

Commerce

Research major industry in Adams County:  fruit production, tourism, milling, quarrying, food processing, horse breeding and training, heavy and light manufacturing, livestock 

See Extension Questions and Field Trips; separate listing of commercial and business             establishments which welcome visitors


Explore the ongoing conflict between historic preservation and commercial interests


Study the impact of tourism industry on Adams County

Environment/Geography 


Adams County’s creeks, streams and brooks


Adams County soils


Water supplies


Winds and weather


Topography


Latitude


Mineral resources


Location of towns; size of towns … why do some grow and others shrink?


Manufacturing

Ethnic backgrounds of settlers:  Why are descendants of certain European countries predominant here? 


Sewage treatment facilities


Proposed composting facility


Recycling in Adams County


Apply the Five Themes of Geography to Adams County:

Location:  What is the absolute and relative position of Adams County on the Earth’s surface?


Place:  How do physical and human characteristics define Adams County?


Human-Environment Interactions:  How do humans modify and adapt to natural settings in Adams County?


Movement: How do people, ideas and materials move among locations in Adams County and between the county and the regions of the country and the world?


Regions:  How does Adams County display unit in terms of physical and human characteristics?
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History/Social Studies


Create a timeline of important events in Adams County history; include some events from U.S. and/or world history.  Student generated – grades 4-6; illustrated time-line – grades 2-3; cut-and-paste events in chronological order – grades 1-3


Using an enlarged map of Adams County, mark and create a key for the map which locates important places, events, and homes of various Adams Countians (including the student).  This key could be student generated or teacher generated for cut-and-paste.


Categorize resources of Adams County (human, capital, natural) and create a book that highlights the many uses of these resources.

The Caughnaughwaughgaugha (Conewago) Indians

Native Americans in Pennsylvania


History


Culture


Art


Music


Literature


Religion

Political Structures


Lifestyles


Economy


Agriculture


Tools … South Mountain, volcanic in origin, was a main source of stone for tools.  There were large Indian quarries in Adams County.  Look into it.

The Conewago Chapel/Sacred Heart Church, Conewago

Colonial Settlements in Adams County

Digges’ Choice

M’Allister Town – Hanover

Abbottstown

New Oxford

McSherrystown

Hunterstown

Littlestown

Gettys’ Town

Fairfield

York Springs


Spa – historic tourist destination

Graveyards as Primary Sources
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(History continued)











        

The Mason-Dixon Line


Survey was one of the great technical feats in American history.


See Field Trips – Visit a Mason-Dixon marker at the Mason-Dixon Dairy farm 

The Civil War


Battle of Hanover


East Cavalry Battlefield


Gettysburg National Military Park

The Eisenhower Farm

Historic Preservation

Language Arts


Writing Workshops:



Persuasive – Write an essay or letter to the editor stating opinion and supportive details;  prompt topics could focus on land conservation in Adams County; historical preservation of areas of local importance; current controversies such as Rt. 30 bypass and industrial and residential development.  For an authentic writing experience, have the students’ work submitted to local newspapers.



Descriptive – Describe your town or the county using the five senses.



Informative – Focus on a person, group, place or event from Adams County’s present or past.



Research --  Read, research and write a biography, poem, journal, letter, etc., reflecting the life of one of the following people:



Mary Jameson … Martin Kitzmiller … James Gettys … Thaddeus Stevens … Mag Palm … Sallie Myers … Henry Minnigh … Jenny Wade … Abraham Lincoln … Dwight Eisenhower … Noah Sheely … a state, county or local government official … a local farmer … a local resident … an older relative or friend 


Design a movie poster advertisement using one of the four propaganda techniques: 



Testimonial



Bandwagon



Omission of Facts



Overgeneralization


Using the book The Best Town in the World (Byrd Baylor):


List all of the things children can do in the town being described by the author.


Compare and contrast the author’s town with the student’s town using a Venn diagram.


Design a travel brochure, advertisement or video message on Adams County.  This brochure could include historical facts, present day facts, interviews with local people, local events, things to do, places to go, and photographs.  Submit the advertisements to Adams Community Television.


Theater:  Many opportunities for storytelling, role-playing of historic and ancestral people; historic interpretations by guest re-enactors (see Adams County Arts Council’s Artists’ Directory)
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Literature  (See Bibliography and Historical Society info for more reading and research options)



(A few for K-6)


Town/County


The Best Town in the World, Baylor Byrd


The Little House, Virginia Burton


Prairie Town, Bonnie Gersert


Native American


Where the Buffaloes Begin, Olaf Baker


The Desert is Theirs, Byrd Baylor


Buffalo Women, Paul Globe


The Land of Gray Wolf, Thomas Locker


Knots on a Counting Rope, Bill Martin, Jr.


Annie and the Old One, Miska Miles


Colonial America


Night Journeys, Avi


The Cabin Faced West, Jean Fritz


Pilgrims of Plymouth, People of the Breaking Day, Thunder from the Clear Sky,

 Marcia Sewell


Indian Captive: The Story of Mary Jameson, Lois Lenski


American Revolution


This Time, Tempe Wick? and Aaron and the Green Mountain Boys, Patricia Lee Gauch


Katie’s Trunk, Ann Turner


Works by Jean Fritz on America’s founders



(A few for 7-12) 


Works by Benjamin Franklin


Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania (1768), John Dickinson


“The Declaration of Independence,” Thomas Jefferson


“Common Sense” and “The American Crisis,”  Thomas Paine


Autobiography, Frederick Douglass


Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe


Walden, Henry David Thoreau


“The Gettysburg Address,” Abraham Lincoln (see Glossary)


The Jesuits in North America, Francis Parkman

Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane

Tales of Soldiers and Civilians, Ambrose Bierce


Abe Lincoln in Illinois, Robert Sherwood (play)


Roots, Alex Haley

The Killer Angels, Michael Shaara.  

John Adams, David McCullough
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(Literature continued)

A few Adams County and Gettysburg titles:


Women at Gettysburg 1863, E.F. Conklin. Gettysburg: Thomas Publications, 1993.


Segregation in Death: Gettysburg’s Lincoln Cemetery, Betty Dorsey Myers.  Gettysburg: Lincoln Cemetery Project Association, 2001.


The Diary of a Lady from June 15 to July 15, 1863, Sarah M. Broadhead.  Gettysburg: Self-published, 1864.


Beyond the Gatehouse:  Gettysburg’s Evergreen Cemetery, Brian A. Kennell.  Gettysburg:  Evergreen Cemetery Association, 2000.


Days of Dread and Uncertainty, Gerald Bennett.

At Gettysburg, or What a Girl Saw and Heard of the Battle, Tillie (Pierce) Alleman.  New York:  W. Lake Borland, 1889.


Here Come the Rebels, Wilbur Sturtevant Nye.  Dayton, Ohio: Press of Morningside Bookshop, 1988.


Morning at Willoughby Run, July 1, 1863, Richard S. Shue.  Gettysburg, Pa.:  Thomas Publications, 1995.


Gettysburg Personalities of the Civil War Series, John B. Horner.



Jimmy at Gettysburg: A True Story About the Battle for All Ages, 1993.



Captain John M. Sachs:  His Long Road Back to Gettysburg, 1994.



Sgt. Hugh Paxton Bigham: Lincoln’s Guard at Gettysburg.

The White, Deborah Larsen. New York: Alfred Knopf, 2002. A novel.

Local Government


County Government -- the public is welcome at Adams County Commissioners’ meetings, generally Wednesday mornings in the AC Courthouse; call to arrange a visit


Borough or Township Governance -- the public is welcome at borough and township meetings, scheduled specific to municipality; call to arrange a visit


School Boards – the public is welcome at local school board monthly meetings

Land Use Planning – Borough and Township Regulations available to public


Transportation Planning – County Planning Office, state Dept. of Transportation

            County Land Use Planning

Municipal Comprehensive Plans

             Zoning – specific to municipality

Math

Using a map of Adams County determine mileage from:

1) Student’s home to school

2) Student’s bus route

3) Student-selected route

 
Estimate how long it would take to walk … run …jump … drive … fly
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(Math continued)


Establish how many acres of land in Adams County are used for different purposes:

1) Agriculture … distinguish among various crops

2) Roads

3) State forests and game lands

4) National Park

5) Land protected by Adams County Land Conservancy and Agricultural Preservation

6) Private homes

7) Commercial development

Calculate the length of the Mason-Dixon Line in Adams County

Calculate square miles in Adams County, then manipulate the numbers.  For example, how many of those square miles would be developed in one year at a rate of two square miles per day?  (Change rate to four square miles a day.)  At these rates, how many years would it take for Adams County’s open space to disappear?

Calculate the rate of words per minute in “The Gettysburg Address.”  Can students deliver the address at the same rate as President Lincoln might have?

Using only polygon shapes, create a symmetrical design which the Seneca tribe could use on a flag to represent their people.  Create a design which your town or region could use on a flag.

Music


Native American music: chant, recorder,  flute, drum


Songs of Northeastern U.S. Native Americans: instruments, functions of music

Songs of Pioneers:  What composers (American, Pennsylvania-born) were writing during this period?  Music about the land, working the land, i.e. John Rutter’s Chronicles of America




Revolutionary War Music: Kinds of music, purpose, instrumentation, fife and drum

What kind of music would have been commonly heard in Adams County during this time, around town, in the churches?  Did churches here have organs or choirs?


Traditional Celtic/British Music:  folk songs in general, lullabies, work song, war songs


Slave Spirituals:  Wade in the Water;  where did black spirituals come from?  What were their purposes?  The Blues – blues “progression” – students learn to play it on keyboard as others improvise Blues melodies, the pentatonic scale, etc.

Stephen Foster, Pennsylvania native


Civil War Music:  Bands, bugles, drums, their use – for parades, on the march, on the battlefield.  Over the shoulder brass instruments used in bands of this era … recordings and pictures of these.  Soldiers singing by the campfire at night, northerners on one side of a line, southerners across the way singing back and forth to each other.   What kinds of songs?  Any instruments?  Composers?  Lincoln Portrait by Aaron Copland


Parlor music


Ragtime:  Scott Joplin and others


World War I-II:  Music for bands and music for and by the home folks.  Radio and TV:  what influences did these have on the music played, sung and heard here in Adams County?

Patriotic music during the two war eras and the revival of patriotic music following 9-11.


History of Adams County Music Education

            Vaudeville and Concert Halls in Adams County
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(Music continued)




Local Bands 



Bluegrass … weekly jams, yearly festival in Adams County



Brass … many community bands still functioning; active middle and high school bands 



Church … rich history of church music and continued performance; Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary and AC Historical Society rich sources for church music history



Country … mainstay of early and current radio and live local performance

Dance … history of dance bands to current Apple Core Band



Rock … continued recording and performance by local musicians


Music may be incorporated into the study of Adams County USA through:

1. Listening:  to describe the music in regard to style, tempo, dynamics, expression 

a. Sing improvised tunes based on the discovered criteria.

b. Using instruments appropriate to the students’ ages, improvise melodies using the discovered criteria

2. Notation:  in music manuscript, record the pieces that were improvised.  

3. Writing:  descriptive writing about the music heard, what the music is trying to express or what is the specific/intended purpose of the particular piece (i.e., Indian drums, fife and drum, bugle calls, used for signaling and communication)

Science (See Environment)


Research the geology of Adams County, formations of mountains, valleys, creeks, variety of mineral deposits.

Research the climate, weather patterns of Adams County; look into historic floods and droughts.

Study the ecosystems of Adams County; extension may involve fisheries, research into plum pox, West Nile, biological newsmakers, etc.


Take a walk around the schoolyard and note signs of wildlife.  Brainstorm ways to improve school environment for wildlife.  Choose one as a service learning project.  This project could be expanded to beautify many areas of Adams County.  Make contacts with local businesses and work on the project together! Contact Ag Center and Penn State Extension staff for information.


Work with the county watershed specialists to determine quality of local streams.  Determine ways in which Adams County residents and businesses can keep the waters clean and in ample supply.


Research the impact of local industry and commerce on county’s natural resources.  For example, has water quality or biology changed in the creek at the base of the Gettysburg Village Outlets since the mall was built?

