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              School Tools
EXTENSION QUESTIONS

To the Teacher:  Below is a sampling of questions and projects which may be used for classroom dialogue, research, writing projects, and creative responses in other media.  Please feel free to adapt them to your particular classroom needs and use them as springboards for further curriculum development.  

1. Briefly review the case of the state vs. the Kitzmillers in the murder of Dudley Diggs.  Why does historian Dr. Gabor Boritt say that the legal victory won by Martin Kitzmiller demonstrated that “this is America?”  

2. Although she had several opportunities to return to the “white world,” Mary became a leader of the Seneca people and one of the most influential landowners in New York.  Why do you think Mary Jameson chose to stay with the Seneca people her whole life?

3. What does Dr. John Hope Franklin mean when he says, “You can’t have democracy without education?”  Explore the freedom of a democratic system and its inherent responsibilities, including informed citizenry.

4. Many of our towns were established in the 18th century.  What did the immigrants of your nearest settlements find when they arrived in Adams County?  Research the earliest settlements in your school district and develop a product – any medium – to teach about and illustrate your locality at the time of original European settlement.

5. Debate the preservation of Adams County’s rural character.  Is land preservation a priority for the 21st Century?  Consider its farmland, green spaces and water supplies along with economic development, jobs and business growth. 

6. Discuss the influence proximity to the Mason-Dixon Line has had on the development of Adams County.  Consider both its cultural and historical aspects.

7. Develop an economic growth plan for Adams County in the 21st Century.  Include in your planning both residential and industrial/commercial growth.  Sketch your plan using a graph and timeline beginning with the year 2000.

8.  Consider the history of Adams County had the Battle of Gettysburg not taken place.  How do you think the county would have developed differently from the late 19th Century until now?

9. Write a persuasive essay supporting or refuting the concept that the Gettysburg Battlefield and its sacred grounds belong to all Americans, not just Adams Countians.

10.  Discuss the impact a Route 30 bypass might have on the town of Gettysburg.  Include in your discussion how the overall look and functioning of the town might change.  Check out the enclosed map.  Where should it be?

11. Discuss the impact a Route 30 bypass would have on communities in Adams County other than Gettysburg, including Abbottstown, New Oxford, and Cashtown.

12.   Someone once said that the road to originality lies in perfect candor – in other words, that all you have to do to be original is to be yourself.  Consider the role Sally Myers and her journal have played in our awareness of Adams County history.  Would you say it is important?  Have you ever thought of doing something like that – keeping a journal?  What might be the benefits to yourself and to others?

