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School Tools

Glossary

To the teacher:  The following names, places and terms appear in the film in chronological order and are provided as a springboard for further study.

William Penn

Born Oct. 14 (O.S.)/Oct. 24 (N.S.), 1644, died July 30 (O.S.)/Aug. 10 (N.S.), 1718, was a prominent English Quaker and reformer and the founder of Pennsylvania. Penn's Puritan leanings led to his expulsion (1661) from Oxford, prompting his father, Admiral Sir William Penn, to send him on a continental tour.

Returning to England in 1664, he joined (c.1666) the Quakers (see Friends, Society of), while managing his father's estates in Ireland. He soon began to preach and write in defense of his new faith, and his unorthodox tract The Sandy Foundation Shaken (1668) resulted in his imprisonment.

In jail until 1669, he composed No Cross, No Crown (1669), a minor classic of religious devotion. During the next three decades Penn did missionary work in England and continental Europe and published voluminously on many subjects, including religious toleration and the history of the Quakers.

In 1676, Penn became one of the proprietors of West Jersey, and in 1681 he and 11 other Friends became the proprietors of East Jersey. Owing a debt to Penn's father, King Charles II in 1681 gave the younger Penn a territory that was named Pennsylvania for his father. In 1682 the duke of York (later James II) added the area subsequently known as Delaware.

Penn's Frame of Government (1682) and the early laws he proposed for Pennsylvania guaranteed settlers an elective assembly and council, religious freedom for all believers, and traditional English liberties. The only capital crimes were murder and treason. On his first visit to America (1682-84), Penn helped plan Philadelphia, met with the Indians and established the basis for peaceful relations, and summoned the assembly. The early history of Pennsylvania was replete with quarrels among factions and disputes with Penn. The settlers proved hard to govern, the deputy governors whom Penn appointed were often incompetent, and Penn's desire for quitrent profits conflicted with his attempt to work with the settlers. Penn wanted the colony to be a "Holy Experiment," but its utopian quality soon faded.

Though he supported Whig policies, Penn was a confidant of James II, who was deposed (1688) and replaced by William and Mary. Because of his friendship with James, Penn was accused of treason; his governorship was revoked in 1692, but it was restored two years later when he was cleared of disloyalty. Visiting again (1699-1701), Penn issued a new frame of government, the Charter of Privileges (1701), establishing a unicameral legislature as the dominant governmental organ.

Mismanagement of his estates and his steward's fraudulent activities led to Penn's incarceration (1717-18) in debtors' prison. Quarrels with the colonists continued, and during negotiations with the crown to sell the rights of government of Pennsylvania, Penn suffered (1712) a stroke. He remained partially incapacitated until his death.

J. William Frost

Bibliography: Barbour, H. S., ed., William Penn on Religion and Ethics (1991); Dunn, M. M., et al., The Papers of William Penn, 4 vols. (1981-87); Dunn, R. S. and M. M., The World of William Penn (1986); Endy, M., William Penn and Early Quakerism (1973); Soderlund, J. R., and Dunn, R. S., William Penn and the Founding of Pennsylvania, 1680-1684 (1983).

Manor of Maske

Conewago


Common spelling of Native American tribe originally identified in this region as the “Caughnaughwaughgaugh;” also identifies the creek system which flows through Adams County, the Sacred Heart Basilica, called “The Conewago Chapel,” and its seat, the area now known as Edge Grove, between McSherrystown and New Oxford

John Digges


Englishman of noble blood who purchased a plot of land, Digges’ Choice, near present-day Hanover; son Dudley Diggs was killed in land dispute skirmish with the Kitzmiller family

Martin Kitzmiller


German immigrant who purchased land along the Little Conewago Creek between Hanover and Littlestown in the 1730s in order to establish a mill; fought wealthy landowner John Digges to keep his property

Mason-Dixon Line

The Mason-Dixon Line is popularly considered the dividing line between the U.S. northern and southern states. It actually marks the border between Pennsylvania to the north and Maryland and West Virginia to the south. The eastern portion of the line was surveyed between 1763 and 1767 by the English astronomers Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon to settle a boundary dispute between Pennsylvania and Maryland. The surveying of the western extension was completed in 1784. During the debates over the Missouri Compromise in 1820 and 1821, the line was used to designate the boundary between slave and free states. As a result, both during and after the Civil War it was considered the demarcation line between North and South. Most of the original stone markers can still be seen.

Bibliography: Cummings, Hubertis M., The Mason and Dixon Line; Story for a Bicentenary 1763-1963 (1962); Mason, Charles, and Dixon, Jeremiah, Journal, ed. by A. Hughlett Mason (1969).

Mary Jemison

South Mountain

French and Indian War 

The French and Indian Wars were a series of armed conflicts between England's colonies in North America on the one side and rival European colonies on the other during the period 1689Ð1763. Each conflict was part of a larger war in Europe and on the high seas.

Psalm 23


“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.  He leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and they staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  




King James Bible

The Seneca

The Seneca, an Iroquoian-speaking North American Indian tribe of the original Five Nations Iroquois League, traditionally occupied a territory between the Genesee River and Seneca Lake in what is now New York State. They were reputed to be among the most respected and feared North American Indian tribes. Eight Seneca sachems were represented on the League's Grand Council. During the American Revolution the Seneca sided with the British. Famous Seneca political figures included Cornplanter, Red Jacket, and the warrior-turned-prophet, Handsome Lake.

Culturally quite similar to their Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, and Mohawk confederates, the Seneca traditionally lived in scattered villages organized within a system of matrilineal clans. Men hunted, cleared fields, traded, and made war. Women gathered various wild plant foods and tended gardens in which were grown several varieties of maize, beans, and squash. A calendric cycle of ceremonies reflected their agricultural and hunter-gatherer way of life. Today members of the tribe live at the Tonawanda, Allegany, and Cattaraugas reserves in New York (1995 est. pop., 8,186) and at the Six Nations Reserve (1997 Indian register pop., 723) near Brantford, Ontario.

James W. Herrick

Bibliography: Bilharz, Joy A., The Allegany Senecas and Kinzua Dam: Forced Relocation through Two Generations (1998); Francello, Joseph A., The Seneca World of Ga-No-Say-Yeh (1989); Morgan, Lewis, H., ed., League of the Ho-De-No-Sau-Nee, or Iroquois, rev. ed. (1904; repr. 1966); Parker, Arthur C., Seneca Myths and Folk Tales (1923; repr. 1995); Schneider, Richard C., Native American Basketry of the Seneca and Tlingit (1995).

Manifest Destiny

The term Manifest Destiny came into use among Americans in the 1840s as a defense for U.S. territorial expansion. Ever since the 17th century Americans had been pushing westward, and many Americans believed that a celestial design lay behind the extension of American institutions. A new optimistic spirit of confidence in the rightness of the expansion of the United States developed in the 19th century, however, and in 1845 a New York editor, John L. O'Sullivan, coined a phrase that captured this mood when he wrote that it was "the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly expanding millions." His immediate concern was the annexation of Texas, but soon the term Manifest Destiny was used in the dispute with Great Britain over Oregon (see Oregon Question).

O'Sullivan believed that the United States should not confine its territorial ambitions to the continent of North America, and historians have debated since then whether Manifest Destiny was a screen for imperialism. The term was used to justify the Mexican War (1846-48), the Alaska Purchase (1867), and the Spanish-American War (1898)Ñall of which resulted in territorial gains for the United States.

American Revolution

The American Revolution, the conflict by which the American colonists won their independence from Great Britain and created the United States of America, was an upheaval of profound significance in world history. It occurred in the second half of the 18th century, in an "Age of Democratic Revolution," when philosophers and political theorists in Europe were critically examining the institutions of their own societies and the notions that lay behind them. Yet the American Revolution first put to the test ideas and theories that had seldom if ever been worked out in practice in the Old World: separation of church and state, sovereignty of the people, written constitutions, and effective checks and balances in government.

A struggle to preserve and later to expand the dimensions of human freedom, the American Revolution was also an anticolonial movement, the first in modern history. Before then, countries had usually come into existence through evolutionary processes, the result of tradition and history, geography and circumstance. The United States, on the other hand, had a birth date, 1776; it was "the first new nation," a republic born in revolution and war, a pattern followed by scores of fledgling states since that time, especially in the so-called Third World areas of the globe since 1945.

For many nation-makers the American rebellion has been a relevant revolution, offering insights and parallels that have aided them in their quest for self-determination. The revolutionists of 1776 themselves accurately predicted that the American Revolution would inspire men elsewhere to secure freedom and national identity in their own lands. As Thomas Jefferson assured John Adams, "the Flames kindled on the fourth of July" had spread over too much of the globe ever to be extinguished by the forces of despotism and reaction.

John Adams  

In three remarkable careers -- as a foe of British oppression and champion of independence (1761-77), as an American diplomat in Europe (1778-88), and as the first vice-president (1789-97) and then the second president (1797-1801) of the United States --John Adams was a founder of the United States. Perhaps equally important, however, was the life of his mind and spirit; in a pungent diary, vivid letters, learned tracts, and patriotic speeches he revealed himself as a quintessential Puritan, patriarch of an illustrious family, tough-minded philosopher of the republic, sage, and sometimes a vain, stubborn, and vitriolic partisan.

John Adams was born in Braintree (now Quincy), Mass., on Oct. 30, 1735, in a small saltbox house still standing and open to visitors. His father, John Adams, a deacon and a fifth-generation Massachusetts farmer, and his mother, the former Suzanna Boylston, were, their son wrote, "both fond of reading"; so they resolved to give bookishly inclined John a good education. He became the first of his family to go to college when he entered Harvard in 1751. There, and in six further years of intensive reading while he taught school and studied law in Worcester and Boston, he mastered the technicalities of his profession and the literature and learning of his day. By 1762, when he began 14 years of increasingly successful legal practice, he was well informed, ambitious, and public spirited. His most notable good fortune, however, occurred in 1764 when he married Abigail Smith. John Adams's marriage of 54 years to this wise, learned, strong-willed, passionate, and patriotic woman began the brilliant phase of Adams family history that produced their son John Quincy, his son Charles Francis, his sons Henry and Brooks, and numerous other distinguished progeny.

In 1761, John Adams began to think and write and act against British measures that he believed infringed on colonial liberties. He soon became a leader among Massachusetts radicals. Although he early committed himself to independence as an unwelcome last resort, Adams's innate conservatism made him determined in 1770 that the British soldiers accused of the Boston Massacre receive a fair hearing. He defended the soldiers at their trial. He also spoke out repeatedly against mob violence and other signs of social disintegration.

In 1774-76, Adams was a Massachusetts delegate to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia. His speeches and writings (especially a newspaper series signed "Novanglus" in 1775) articulating the colonial cause and his brilliant championing of American rights in Congress caused Thomas Jefferson to call him the "Colossus of Independence." Adams helped draft the Declaration of Independence, secured its unanimous adoption in Congress, and wrote his wife on July 3, 1776, that "the most memorable Epoch in the History of America has begun."

After 18 months of toil in committee and on the floor of Congress managing the American Revolution, Adams crossed the Atlantic to be an American commissioner to France. The termination of this mission after less than a year in Paris allowed him to return home long enough to take a leading role in drafting the new Massachusetts constitution. He sailed again for Europe, accompanied by two of his sons, in November 1779 as a commissioner to seek peace with Britain. After quarrels in Paris with Benjamin Franklin and French officials, he left for the Netherlands, where he secured Dutch recognition of American independence. He returned to Paris in October 1782 to insist on American rights (especially to fish on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland) in the negotiations that led to Britain's recognition of the independence of the United States in the Treaty of Paris of Sept. 3, 1783.

For two more years Adams helped Franklin and Jefferson negotiate treaties of friendship and commerce with numerous foreign powers. Then, appointed the first U.S. minister to Britain, Adams presented his credentials to George III in 1785, noting his pride in "having the distinguished honor to be the first [ex-colonial subject] to stand in your Majesty's royal presence in a diplomatic character."

When he returned to the United States in 1788, Adams was greeted by his countrymen as one of the heroes of independence and was promptly elected vice-president under the new Constitution. This post, regarded by Adams as "the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived," left him time to work out his increasingly sober views of republican government. In Europe he had been impressed with both the unsuitability of self-government for masses of destitute, ignorant people, and the usefulness, in evoking patriotism and in maintaining order, of the pomp and ceremony of monarchy. He was thus appalled, but not surprised, at the riotous French Revolution and emphasized the need for dignity, ritual, and authority in a republic like the United States. He also supported the efforts of George Washington to give the presidency an almost regal quality and to extend executive power, and he agreed with Alexander Hamilton on most of the latter's fiscal plans. He never accepted, however, the "high" Federalist biases toward commercial growth and government by "the rich, the well-born, and the able."

Although his own presidency (1797-1801) was a troubled one, Adams made uniquely important contributions during his term as chief executive. He managed orderly transitions of power at both the beginning and the end of his administration, and he gave the government stability by continuing most of the practices established under Washington. The major crisis he faced, however, arose from strained relations with revolutionary France. When, in the so-called XYZ Affair (1797-98), American peace commissioners returned from Paris with lurid stories of deceit and bribery, Adams called for an assertion of national pride, built up the armed forces, and even accepted the Alien and Sedition Acts as emergency national security measures. With his opponents (led by Jefferson) charging oppression and some of his own Federalist Party (led by Hamilton) urging war and conquest, Adams kept his nerve and, when the opportunity arose, dispatched another peace commission to France. This defused the crisis and led in 1800 to an agreement with France that ended the so-called Quasi-War. Nonetheless, deserted by Hamilton and other Federalists who disapproved of his independent course, and attacked by the Jeffersonian Republicans as a vain monarchist, Adams was forced out of office after one term.

When he and Abigail returned to Massachusetts, they moved into a comfortable but unpretentious house in Quincy (it is known today and open to visitors as the Adams National Historic Site) they had bought 12 years before. There, tending to his fields, visiting with neighbors, and enjoying his family, John Adams lived for 25 years as a sage and national patriarch. Of his numerous correspondences, the cherished 14-year (1812-26) one with Jefferson became a literary legacy to the nation. Although the debilitations of old age and the death of his beloved Abigail in 1818 troubled his last years, his mind remained sharp and his spirit buoyant until the end. Like Jefferson, he died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Ninety years old at his death, Adams was revered by his countrymen not only as one of the founding fathers but also as a plain, honest man who personified the best of what the nation could hope of its citizens and leaders.

Ralph Ketcham

Bibliography: Adams, John, The Adams Papers, 13 vols., ed. by Lyman H. Butterfield, et al. (1961-77); Ellis, J. J., Passionate Sage (1995); Ferling, J. E., John Adams (1992); Handler, Edward, America and Europe in the Political Thought of John Adams (1964); Howe, J. R., and Tebbenhoff, E. H., John Adams, 2 vols. (1987); Kurtz, S. G., The Presidency of John Adams (1957); Peterson, M. D., Adams and Jefferson (1976); Shaw, Peter, The Character of John Adams (1976); Smith, Page, John Adams, 2 vols. (1962).
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Thaddeus Stevens

Thaddeus Stevens, b. Danville, Vt. Apr. 4, 1792, d. Aug. 11, 1868, U.S. representative from Pennsylvania (1849Ð53, 1859Ð68), was one of the most influential Radical Republican leaders in the U.S. Congress during the Reconstruction era. He overcame poverty to become a successful lawyer, an iron manufacturer, and a politician in Pennsylvania. From the 1820s on, Stevens was active in politic: as an Anti-Mason, a Whig, a Know-Nothing, and finally a Republican. Serving in the Pennsylvania legislature between 1833 and 1841, Stevens acquired a reputation as the moving force behind the passage of Pennsylvania's free public school law, the first state law of its kind outside New England, and as a radical opponent of slavery.

Stevens served as an antislavery Whig during his first 4 years (1849Ð53) in Congress. In the election of 1858 he established a firm hold on his congressional district as Civil War issues swept the Republican party to power; he subsequently sat as a Republican. In 1861 he became chairman of the House of Representatives' most important committee, Ways and Means, and thus the recognized leader of House Republicans. Stevens employed his eloquence, acid wit, and influence over committee assignments to maintain Republican unity on party questions.

As the committee's chairman he played an important role in the issuance of paper money, the imposition of protective tariffs, and the setting of tax policy during the Civil War, but his greatest impact was on the development of Reconstruction policy. During the Civil War he pressed for vigorous antislavery measures and stringent terms for Reconstruction. After the Confederate surrender, Stevens broke with President Andrew Johnson over Johnson's lenient Reconstruction program, advocating instead a far more rigorous policy of political, educational, and economic reform. He was unable to secure his own radical program, but as a leader of Congress's Joint Committee on Reconstruction he was instrumental in obstructing Johnson's plan and in establishing one based on legal and political equality for southern blacks.

In 1868, Stevens was a House manager (prosecutor) in the president's impeachment trial before the Senate. He died embittered by Johnson's acquittal and by the growing conservatism of the Republican party.

Michael Les Benedict

Bibliography: Brodie, Fawn M., Thaddeus Stevens: Scourge of the South (1959); Current, Richard N., Old Thad Stevens: A Story of Ambition (1942); Korngold, Ralph, Thaddeus Stevens (1955; repr. 1974); Trefousse, Hans, Thaddeus Stevens: Nineteenth-Century Egalitarian (1997).

Caledonia

Pennsylvania College

Gettysburg College

Underground Railroad 

The term Underground Railroad arose as a colloquialism during America's pre-Civil War decades; it referred to secret, organized efforts by northerners to help escaped slaves find safe shelter in the free states or Canada. Such assistance was necessary because the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 and the stricter Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 (see Fugitive Slave Laws) allowed slaveowners to recapture their escaped slaves.

Despite well-known forays into the deep South to spirit slaves to freedom --such as those of Harriet Tubman --the great majority of escaped slaves acted on their own. They made the most dangerous part of their trip across the slave states to free territory without organized help. Many of them, however, once they reached the free states, were guided along prearranged Underground Railroad routes, receiving shelter and supplies at "stations," as the homes of the Railroad's supporters were known.

In general it was northern free blacks who played the most important role in the planning, communication, and decision making within the network of escape. The railroad was most active in Ohio, Indiana, and Pennsylvania but existed throughout the North. Estimates of the number of slaves aided by the Underground Railroad are difficult to make, but most fall between 50,000 and 100,000.

James Brewer Stewart

Bibliography: Blockson, C. L., Underground Railroad (1987); Brandt, N. H., Jr., The Town that Started the Civil War (1990); Siebert, W. H., Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom (1898; repr. 1968).
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Legend of Maggie Bluecoat

Abraham Lincoln 

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States, guided his country through the most devastating experience in its national history --the Civil War. He is considered by many historians to have been the greatest American president.

Republican Party 

 The Republican Party is one of the two major political parties in the United States, the other being the Democratic party. It is popularly known as the GOP, from its earlier nickname Grand Old Party. From the time it ran its first presidential candidate, John C. Fremont, in 1856, until President George Bush left office in 1993, Republican presidents occupied the White House for 84 years. 

Confederate States of America/Confederacy

The Confederate States of America was the name adopted by the states that seceded from the United States in 1860-61 to form an independent nation. By 1860 many white Southerners believed that preservation of their way of life required perpetuation of the system of slavery, which, in turn, necessitated adding more slave states to the Union. Finding the Republican party unalterably opposed to the expansion of slavery, Southerners felt threatened by the election of the Republican Abraham Lincoln to the presidency in November 1860. Many concluded that only independence could safeguard their way of life.

By April 1861, the seven states of the Deep South had declared themselves independent and had organized a new government. After the U.S. Civil War began in April 1861, four more states joined the Confederacy. Rump Confederate governments formed in Kentucky and Missouri were also represented in the Confederate Congress.
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Pickett’s Charge   

George Edward Pickett, b. Richmond, Va., Jan. 25, 1825, d. July 30, 1875, a Confederate general in the U.S. Civil War, is remembered for Pickett's charge at the Battle of Gettysburg. He graduated from West Point in 1846, served in Mexico (1848), and remained in the U.S. Army until 1861, when he resigned to join the Confederate forces. A division commander at Gettysburg, on July 3, 1863, he led his troops as the spearhead of an attack on Cemetery Ridge that was designed to break through the center of the Union line. The desperate assault has been called the Confederacy's high-water mark. The attack was repulsed, and Pickett faded from prominence.

Richard M. McMurry

Bibliography: Georg, K. R., and Busey, J. W., Nothing But Glory (1987); Reardon, Carol, Pickett's Charge in History and Memory (1997); Stewart, George R., Pickett's Charge (1959).
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The Gettysburg Address  

On Nov. 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln dedicated a national cemetery on the battlefield at Gettysburg, where a few months earlier over 7,000 men had died. Although his address received little attention at the time, it has come to be esteemed as one of the finest speeches in the English language. 

“Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us: that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.”

Bibliography: Berns, Laurence, et al., Abraham Lincoln: The Gettysburg Address and American Constitutionalism (1976); Nevins, Allan, ed., Lincoln and the Gettysburg Address (1964); Wills, Garry, Lincoln at Gettysburg (1992).

Noah Sheely


In 1878, Sheely planted the first large commercial apple acreage of 2,000 trees.  His most notable sale was negotiated at the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair.  The first carload by railway shipment of 1,500 three-bushel barrels of apples, at $1.50 a barrel, went to a company in Chicago.  As Sheely’s success continued, more and more farmers began to plant fruit trees, leading to the industry for which Adams County is famous.

Chicago World’s Fair
The World's Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago between May 1 and Oct. 30, 1893, was the second world's fair held in the United States, the first being Philadelphia's Centennial Exposition (1876). 

Round Barn

Built in 1914 near Arendtsville by the Noah Sheely family; circumference is 282 feet, with a diameter of more than 87 feet; originally constructed by John Fritz of Cashtown to house 50 head of cattle and about 15 horses or mules.

Dwight David Eisenhower 

Dwight David Eisenhower served as supreme commander of Western Allied forces during World War II, chief of staff of the U.S. Army (1945-48), president of Columbia University (1948-50), military commander of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO; 1951-52), and 34th president of the United States (1953-61). Many controversies still surround his military and political careers, but observers agree that Ike was among the most beloved popular heroes of his time.

Camp Colt

World War I 

The assassination of the Austrian archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914 proved to be the spark that ignited World War I (1914-18). Called "the Great War," it quickly came to involve all the great powers of Europe and eventually most countries of the world and cost the lives of more than 8 million soldiers.

Suffrage

The struggle to achieve equal rights for women is often thought to have begun, in the English-speaking world, with the publication of Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792). During the 19th century, as male suffrage was gradually extended in many countries, women became increasingly active in the quest for their own suffrage. Not until 1893, however, in New Zealand, did women achieve suffrage on the national level. Australia followed in 1902, but American, British, and Canadian women did not win the same rights until the end of World War I.

Ku Klux Klan 

Founded in 1865 in Pulaski, Tenn., by former Confederate Army officers, the Ku Klux Klan was one of the most powerful groups to emerge in the Reconstruction era in an effort to prevent newly enfranchised black Southerners from putting Republicans in power in the Southern states. Led by former Confederate general Nathan Bedford Forrest from 1867 to 1889, the Klan terrorized local white and black Republican leaders and blacks whose behavior violated old ideas of black subordination. Its members, who were sworn to secrecy, wore white robes and masks and adopted the burning cross as their symbol. They were most active during elections, when their nighttime rides to murder, rape, beat, and warn were designed to overcome Republican majorities in their states.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, thirty-second president of the United States (1933-45), greatly expanded the role of the federal government with a wide-ranging economic and social program, the New Deal, designed to counter the Great Depression of the 1930s. He also led the nation through most of its participation in the global struggle of World War II.

Eternal Peace Light Memorial


Dedicated by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1938 on the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg; known locally as “The Peace Light,” located just west of Gettysburg on the Mummasburg Road.

World War II   

World War II commenced as a localized conflict in eastern Europe and expanded until it merged with a confrontation in the Far East to form a global war of immense proportions. The war began in Europe on Sept. 1, 1939, when Germany attacked Poland, and ended on Sept. 2, 1945, with the formal surrender of Japan aboard the U.S. battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. Involving most of the world's major powers as belligerents, it also included many smaller states on both sides and had a great impact on neutral nations. The victorious Allies included United Kingdom and the Commonwealth of Nations, France, the United States, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and China. The losing side comprised Germany, Italy, and Japan, as well as smaller nations. The opponents clashed in two major areas: Europe, including the coast of North Africa and the North Atlantic; and Asia, including the Central and Southwest Pacific, China, Burma, and Japan. The belligerents fought over the central issue of Axis expansion, which was halted at the cost of many millions of military and civilian casualties.

U-2 Spy Plane

 Conceived in 1954, the U-2 was designed, constructed, and operated under conditions of the utmost secrecy; its intended role was concealed by allocation of the official designation U-2 to indicate a utility airplane.

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics  (U.S.S.R.)

 
The history of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics began with the seizure of power in Russia by the Bolsheviks (Communists) in 1917 and ended with the dissolution of the Soviet state in 1991. In the intervening time, the lands of the old Russian Empire were governed by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, an organization committed to a radical vision of Russia's future greatness and of the way to achieve it
Nikita Krushchev

Communism  

The term communism is generally applied to the Marxist-Leninist political and socioeconomic doctrines (see Marxism; Lenin, V. I.) that guided the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics until its disintegration in 1991 and that were shared by governments and political parties in Eastern Europe, China, and elsewhere. The term also denotes the centralized political system of China and of the former USSR and its satellites in Eastern Europe. This system, associated with the collective ownership of the means of production, central economic planning, and rule by a single political party, was discredited almost everywhere outside China, North Korea, and Vietnam as a result of its collapse in Europe and the USSR. What remains is its Marxist ideology, shorn of its Leninist and, in China, much of its Maoist-trappings.

The Cold War 

 The term cold war refers to the strategic and political struggle that developed after World War II between the United States and its Western European allies, on one hand, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Communist countries, on the other. The expression was coined by the American journalist Herbert Bayard Swope in a 1947 speech he wrote for financier Bernard Baruch.

Camp David

Suburban Sprawl

Land Use Planning

Zoning 

 In urban and suburban municipalities, a zone is an area or region considered separate or distinct because of its particular use or features. Zoning regulations, or land-use controls, divide a settled area into zones where, for example, only commercial enterprises may be located or only single-family homes may be built on specified minimum lot sizes. Nonconforming buildings and uses that existed before passage of the zoning law may usually continue to exist, although some zoning ordinances require their elimination after a specified period of time. In the United States zoning is a local prerogative, although the power to zone --  as well as all other powers held by cities and local communities -- is conveyed by the state. Zoning boards are government bodies in cities and communities; zoning boards of appeal exist to decide on exceptions or variances in zone use.
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